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OLPC Introductory Workshops





OLPC Tech Coordinator’s Guide
Part 1:  Common Questions and Concerns

How do I project the screen of an XO so that I can model for students?

Most projectors will not hook up to an XO.  Instead of using a projector to project an XO, we recommend running an emulator CD on a PC.  To use the emulator CD, insert the CD into your PC (this will not work with a Mac).  Restart your computer.  The computer should now boot off of the CD drive.  The emulator will take a few minutes to load.
How do I share documents with a PC / Mac?

The best way to share documents with a PC or Mac is to transfer those documents on a USB drive.  Plug the USB key into the XO.  Open the Journal.  Find the USB symbol at the bottom of the screen.  Drag any documents that you would like to transfer onto the USB symbol.  
· If you would like to print a Write document, be sure to save it in RTF (rich-text format).  Then you will be able to open it with Microsoft Word.
· If you would like to show an XO created video, install the VLC Player on your PC or Mac.  Then you can open the ogg file that was created on the XO.  
· http://www.videolan.org/vlc/ 
Note:  When transferring files back and forth between an XO and a PC or Mac, be sure to use a USB drive that is compatible with Linux.  For example:  SanDisk Cruzer.
Part 2:  Hardware and Software Maintenance

Clear a machine to give to a new student (or to clear files and make space).  You can of course go into the journal activity and remove individual files – this is if you want to remove them all without re-imaging.  

In the terminal type in:

 

su -l

cd /home/olpc/.sugar/default/datastore/store

rm *

 

This might clear the journal.  Press ctrl-alt-del at the same time to restart and check (depends on the build).  If it didn't do the trick, go back into the terminal and type in:

 

su -l

cd /home/olpc/.sugar/default/datastore/store/index

rm *

cd ..

cd preview

rm *

Then press ctrl-alt-del to restart.

 

Reimage an XO
First, you’ll need to prepare a USB key with an XO build.  Follow instructions here: http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Activated_Upgrade 
· Turn off the XO
· Insert USB drive

· Hold down game keys and press power button.  Keep holding game keys until it says “Release game keys to continue.”

· Now you should see “Erasing” on your screen (Wait 5-10 minutes).

· The XO will update then shutdown.

· Remove the USB drive.

  

Give the machine a new nickname (username / login identifier) in the terminal type in:

 

sugar-control-panel -s nick "gerald"

 (type the new nickname in the quotes)

Download an activity from the web:

· Start the Browse activity on your XO.

· Go to http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Activities webpage.

· Click on the .xo bundle next to the word Download:, e.g., click on StoryBuilder.xo to download Story Builder.

· Open the Journal activity on your XO.

· “resume” the downloaded activity from the Journal entry; the new activity should both launch and install on your taskbar. 

Source: http://www.laptop.org/en/laptop/start/activities.shtml

Download an activity from USB key
· On a PC or Mac, go to http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Activities
· Save the .xo file for the activity that you wish to install in the bundles directory on your USB key.

· Shutdown XO.

· Insert USB key.

· Turn on XO.
· The system will install all activities in the “bundles” directory.
· Then, the XO will shutdown

Install Macromedia Flash

· Open the Terminal

· Login as root by typing in “su -l” - press enter

· Get the flash player - type in: “wget http://fpdownload.macromedia.com/get/flashplayer/current/flash-plugin-10.0.12.36-release.i386.rpm” - press enter

· This downloads the file to your computer.  Next install the package by typing in:
“rpm -i flash-plugin-10.0.12.36-release.i386.rpm” - press enter


 

	
	Basic linux commands

 

	
	su -l
	Change to superuser role.

	
	cd directory
	Change directory.

	
	cd /media
	Change directory to the media folder.

	
	ls
	List directory contents. (similar to “dir” in MSDOS)

	
	cat filename
	Display the contents of a file.

	
	ifconfig
	Display network connection information.

	
	ping schoolserver
	Try to connect to school server.


Summary of Web Resources 

· OLPC Teaching Matters Blog
· http://olpcnyc.wordpress.com/
· OLPC Wiki 
· http://wiki.laptop.org/
· OLPC Forum
· http://en.forum.laptop.org/
· Troubleshooting Guide

· http://www.laptop.org/en/laptop/start/troubleshooting.shtml
· Users Guide
· http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Simplified_user_guide
· Site to download activities
· http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Activities
· Hardware Repair Instructions
· http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Disassembly
· http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Manual/Insides
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